
Greetings, 

I hope your child and family are enjoying a fun and reinvigorating 
summer break. As the first signs of back-to-school items fill the store 
shelves, let me be the first one to welcome you to the 2018-2019 school 
year. I am very excited to join the Montessori Peaks Academy 
community and am eager to meet you and your child.  

I am sure you may have many questions and I hope this 
introduction will give you some insight to Laura McManus. With 20 plus 
years of experience, teaching is a family passion that my husband and I 
embraced upon becoming parents of two wonderful sons, Michael and 
Patrick. As I write this letter, I am pleased to share with you that my 
husband, Tom, and I just celebrated our 35th anniversary. We are proud 
parents of two Eagle scouts and although our boys are adults now, we 
continue to share fun times with family and friends cooking, playing 
board games, reading, watching movies, and going on outings.  

My experience with children began in a daycare setting as a 
teacher where I later became the director of over 200 infants to 
afterschool-aged children. My love for the Montessori Method started 16 
years ago upon entering Children’s House as an assistant. Immediately, I 
had to have a deeper understanding of Dr. Montessori’s pedagogy which 
led me to complete my primary training at the Montessori Education 
Center of the Rockies in Boulder. After spending 12 amazing years 
teaching in primary, I pursued my lower and upper elementary training 
at the Centro Internazionale Studi Montessoriani in Bergamo, Italy. This 
is my third year teaching lower elementary and I am eager to instill in 
your child a lifelong love of learning.  

In addition to my Montessori diplomas, I completed my B.A. in 
Romance Languages at the State University of Albany in New York, I 
secured a Masters in Reading from Regis University, and have my 
Colorado teacher licensure. Along with my formal education, I strive to 
keep current in my field by engaging in ongoing professional 
development. 

It is an honor and privilege to be your child’s teacher. As such, my 
mission is to create and provide for each child a nurturing, personal, 



and safe learning environment. Upon entering my classroom your child 
will feel welcomed and respected. Upon moving forward, your student 
will learn to be a productive, respectful, and responsible citizen of their 
school and community. Each day, together, your child and I will set 
goals, accomplish the tasks, assess and evaluate the outcomes, and 
problem solve when necessary. 

Having a strong understanding that students learn differently but 
are still accountable for their education, I will provide individualized 
learning processes as needed. Together, your student and I will work 
towards mastering grade level standards. In unison, we will strive for 
personal excellence while keeping the love of learning present, and most 
importantly, caring for the whole child. 

For students to be confident and successful learners, it is essential 
to maintain a disciplined and safe classroom. As a member of the 
classroom, each person is accountable and responsible to provide a 
mindful and peaceful learning environment. To this end, I will support 
students by means of various researched-based techniques and tools, to 
become self-assured, self-directed, and self-disciplined classroom citizens. 
To assist me in this endeavor, I respectfully ask that your child come to 
school well-rested, having had a nutritious breakfast and prepared for a 
busy day. 

Joining me to assure the academic success and well-being of your 
child, please welcome my assistant, Karena Bost. She is a mother of three 
who brings academic, life, and work experiences that will surely be an 
asset to our classroom. Karena has a professional and vibrant 
personality that I am confident will make her a well-liked member of our 
community. 

Working together as a team, Karena and I hope to collaborate, 
encourage, enhance, and motivate your child’s learning experience this 
year. I believe parent-teacher relationships are necessary for maximum 
school success. Throughout the year, I will communicate through email, 
notes, telephone calls, report cards, and parent-teacher conferences. I 
encourage you to contact me if you may have any questions or concerns 
regarding our classroom or your child.  If the message is urgent, please 
let the office know to contact me immediately. Otherwise, I will check my 



emails and voicemail daily and respond to your message within 24 hours 
- but not during instructional time.  Thank you for your involvement, 
patience, and support. I look forward to meeting and working with you. 
 
Peace,  
 
Laura McManus 
(303) 972-2627 ext. 104 
lmcmanus@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 
 

  


